MUS SALIENS. 


SiS 


CHARACTER GENERICUS. 


Dentes primores inferiores fubulati. 
Lin. Syfl. Nat. p. 79. 


CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, Gc. 


MUS cauda elongata floccofa, femoribus lon- 
giflimis, digito utrinque {purio ad pedes 
pofticos, 


CUNICULUS pumilio faliens, cauda anomala 


longiffima. 
Briffon Quadr. 103. 


JERBOA. | 
Shaw Itin. 248. 


Mira pedum anticorum et pofteriorum inzequalitate 
diftinguitur Jerboa: antici enim ita breves funt ut ad 
progrediendum minime valeant, poftici autem totius 
corporis longitudini pares funt. Hinc fit ut pedibus 
folummodo pofterioribus ftet et quiefcat, anticofque ad 
nullum alium ufum convertat! quam ad attrahendum 
cibum, culmos nempe cum fpicis tritici, aliafque 
plantas; aut ad fodiendum cubile fubterraneum. 
Plerumque more avis incedit, erecta fcilicet cruribus, 
quz pilis rariffimis veftiuntur, aviumque cruribus funt 


Q valde 


valde fimilia. Cauda illi pralonga eft, apice fafcicu- 
lato. 

Tres vel quatuor exftant Jerboz fpecies, vel faltem 
conftantes, ut dicuntur, varietates, quaeque in PENNAN- 
tu Hiftoria Quadrupedum, genus diftin&um conftitu- 
unt; quas vero Linnzeus, fub genere Muris ordinat. 

Perniciffimz velocitatis funt Jerboz, et ab hofte fal- 
tibus continuatis longiffimis adeo rapide aufugiunt, ut 
cquo generofo vectus aliquis vix zegreque illas affequi 
poffit. Frigoris funt impatientes, et tempore brumali 
in domunculis fubterraneis fepultee obdormiunt. Fru- 
gibus vefcuntur. In hoc potiflimum differt fpecies de 
qua Jam agitur a communi fpecie, (quae Mus Faculus 
Lixx 21) quod crura paulo fupra pedes digito utrinque 
fpurio, longo, velut calcari armantur. Non tantum 
calidas regiones, Syriam nempe ct Barbariam, fed et 
Sibiris partes orientales, idque frequenter, incolit 
Jerboa. Moles illi eft quafi magni foricis.. 
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DIH E 
SIBIRIAN JERBOA. 


- FEUERT bo EO 
GENERIC. GHARACTER. 


Two long cutting teeth in each jaw. 
Fore Legs very fhort: hind legs very long. 


SPECIFIC CHARACTER, ©&e. 


JERBOA with a pair of fpurious toes on each 
hind foot. 


/ 


e 


SIBIRIAN JERBOA. 
Pennant Quadr. p. 429. 


The Jerboa is remarkable for the ftrange difpropor- 
tion between the length of the fore legs and the hind 
ones ; the former being fo very fhort as to be of no ufe 
to the animal in walking, while the latter are fo longas 
to equal the whole body. In confequence of this pe- 
culiar formation, the creature ftands and refts on its 
hind legs only, and makes no other ufe of the fore legs 
than to hold its food, and draw down the ftems of 
wheat and other vegetables on which it feeds, and to 
fcratch the ground in order to form its burrows. It 
has the general actions and attitudes ofa bird, and the 
legs are covered thinly with fhort hair, and very much 
refemble thofe of birds. The tail is very long and ter~- 


minates in a tuft. 
O 2 There 


"There are three or four diftinct fpecies, or at lcaft 
permanent varieties of Jerboa, and in the Hiftory of 
Quadrupeds of Mr. Pennant they conftitute a parti- 
cular genus ; but Linus places them as fpecies of 
the genus Mus. 

The Jerboas are animals of the moft furprizing fwift- 
nefs, and on the approach of danger immediately 
{pring forward by fucceffive leaps, fo very nimbly, that 
it is faid to be very difficult fora man well mounted to 
overtake them. They are impatient of cold, and re- 
main during the winter in a dormant ftate in their bur- 
rows. They feed on vegetables. The particular fpe- 
cies here reprefented differs principally from the com- 
mon Jerboa or Mus Faculus of Linnzus in having the 
legs furnifhed at a little diftance above the feet with a 
pair of fpurious toes or fpurs. It is found not only in 
the warmer regions of Barbary and Syria, but in the 
Eaftern part of Siberia in confiderable plenty. It is 
about the fize ofa large rat. 


